
 
 
 
 

LIB(e)RO  

Libraries as Intercultural Learning Spaces:  

Setting up an e-Learning Platform for Minor Refugees in Public Libraries.  

Abstract: 

LIB(e)RO addresses societal challenges - particularly in the context of demographic change, 

social inclusion, social justice, permeability and participation in formal, non-formal and 

informal learning. It targets minor refugees who are at risk of social exclusion due to their 

difficulties and librarians and social workers who have been working or might work with minor 

refugees. 

The project LIB(e)RO aims at shedding a light to the needs and problems of both minor 

refugees and librarians and social workers in terms of social integration and based on these 

needs and problems, libraries will be formed as safe and socially inclusive learning places 

where the minor refugees can learn the culture and language of the hosts countries with the 

inclusion of librarians.  

Social inclusion is used as the theoretical framework that guides the scientific and applied 

dimensions of the project. Within this framework an inclusive educational approach which is 

considered as the most important key to successful integration is applied to implement an e-

learning platform. This approach will allow for active learning of language and culture in the 

study room of the public library and the start of a lifelong learning in Europe. This learning 

platform will provide a variety of opportunities to introduce and develop language skills in 

terms of reading, writing and speaking to acquire different levels of competence and linking 

this with intercultural content and information about the life and structures in Europe.  

In this context, libraries will be utilized as the ideal and untapped places that meet all the 

conditions for a safe and socially inclusive intercultural learning environment and also as the 

main "media" in language acquisition through e-learning infrastructure, face-to-face 

encounter, and books.  

The results of the needs assessment that was conducted with the refugees, the librarians 

and the social workers as well as the national analysis reports of three countries, Austria, 

Germany and Greece will be shared.  (Dr. Filiz Keser Aschenberger) 

website (http://libero.uni-passau.de/)  

facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ProjectLibero/) 
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